IN MARCH
March 15 – Burning of the Socks.
Admission is a pack of white socks for
Savannah homeless - and an old pair to
burn. Ceremonially burn the old socks to
celebrate the start of a new sock season:
“release your toes from their winter clothes”.
This will be a very special evening as Jake
and Jane Master, two of our club's founding
members who just moved away, will be in
attendance. We will be certain to make lots
of time to express our best wishes and
deep appreciation for all they did for our
club. Last chance for a bowl of chili...until
next year. Sign up at

siboatingclub.org

Roger That:
Comments from the Commodore
Members, what happened to
winter? We had a short hiatus, and as I
write this the temps are hovering around
80 degrees. Off to the water and the
shoreline. To catch up, we enjoyed a
packed January Kickoff at the Plantation
Club. Along with the festivities, Lee and
Paul took pledges from a number of
members that will be donated, along
with equal amounts from Carefree Boat
Club, to the expansion of the Tiki Bar at
Landings Harbor. And it is looking
great. We'll celebrate an opening soon;
yet another way to congregate with
friends.

More on Page 2.
Mark Winters:
The Sailing Club
Sailors continue sharpening their skills
each weekend racing Rhodes 19s and
J24s. Three J24s have been competing
in the Chatham Sailing Club’s Frostbite
Series. J24s will also compete next
month in the Geechee Sailing Club’s St.
Patrick’s Regatta on 24 & 25 March. If
you would like to chase the breeze with
us contact Mark Winters at
2winters80@gmail.com

More on page 3.

NEXT UP –
IN APRIL
There will be an overnight cruise to
Hilton Head over the weekend of April 78. We had a great time at Shelter Cove
Harbour and Marina last year and will
return for another fun outing. We need
volunteers to help organize the
transportation of members on our
boats, and help organize the social
events at Hilton Head. Please contact
Lee Carroll at lcar794082@aol.com or
598-5294 if you can assist.

Laurie Satler as she addresses the
Skidaway Island Boating Club

More from the Commodore
We held our 3rd annual Tall Tales event
at the State Park recently. Great food
and lots of it was provided by members,
and we were enthralled by stories by
retired Army Colonel Laurie Sattler, the
national award-winning manager of the
Savannah River deepening project. She
discussed fresh water bypasses,
oxygenation, jeopardized river and
wetland species, needs of the new
mega container ships, and the salvaging
of the civil war ship the Savannah. In
keeping with the theme of Tall Tales,
she added some ancillary stories that
brought some chuckles, but kept true to
her work. Thank you Laurie.
In March, our 3rd annual Burning of the
Socks event takes place. This is one of
my personal favorites. Held nationally
at different Spring times, it celebrates
the onset of summer, boating and being
outdoors. We cast away our socks in
favor of sockless boat shoes. Here,
SIBC has an attendance
requirement: admission to the event is
a package of 6 - 8 pairs of white socks,
along with a pair of your best used
socks to feed the fire. We donate the
new packages to a Savannah charity
and make terrible jokes about the
burning of old socks. It is generally a
cool night, and we have a roaring fire,
drinks and chili.

PLEASE WELCOME OUR NEW MEMBERS
Pamela & John Gerardi
June & Stephen Hernandez
Judy & Chuck Hildebrand
Milli & Steve Sample
We trust you will all enjoy the
comradery of our group!

Expansion of the Tiki Bar at
Landings Harbor is nearly
complete!

The roof size has been doubled, the platform
expanded and roll down sides to the bar to
permitting use during foul weather will be
added. We again wish to thank the members of
the community who have contributed as well as
SIBC, the Carefree Boat Club and the marinas
in conjunction with The Landings Association
for their support of this project. We look
forward to enjoying many “Tiki Tuesdays” with
all of you at the harbor.

The “Burning of the Socks” was
featured in the April 10, 2017, print
edition of The Wall Street Journal as 'It’s
Almost Boating Season! Time to Light
Your Socks on Fire.'
“Ode to the Sock Burners”
(Original by Jefferson Holland, Poet
Laureate of Eastport, 1995. Wheeler Yacht
Club version, 2014)
Them Alabama folk got an odd tradition
When the sun sinks to its Equinox position.
They build a nice little fire along the docks,
They doff their shoes, and they burn their
winter socks.
Yes, they burn their socks at the Equinox.
You might think that’s peculiar, but I think it’s
not.
See, they’re the same socks they put on last
fall,
And never took ‘em off to wash ‘em, not at all…
So, they burn their socks at the Equinox
In a little ol’ fire burning nice and hot.
Some think incineration is the only solution,
‘Cause washin’ ‘em contributes to our Lake
pollution.
Through the spring and the summer and into
the fall,
They go around not wearin’ any socks at all,
Just stinky bare feet stuck in old deck shoes,
Whether out on the water or sippin’ a brew.
So if you sail into our marina on the Ides of
March,
And you smell Limburger sautéed with laundry
starch,
You’ll know you’re downwind of the Wheeler
Yacht Club docks,
Where they’re burning their socks for the
Equinox.

